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BCArT.M 'X"
Ruth to the Rescue.

jMjlN bo1T ot W"" engagement
3( I sir Donald Faversbam gently
raafcnTuaama-- insisted that Kota 'talMa at

tend a twit which '.raj to be
glteu oy ta British otttvers. Ruth
pleaded to l allowed nut to go, but
Consul Reyuo'ds am! Us wife added
their urging tu the baronet's, amt even
the time honored excuse of "nothing
to tvr" was brmly refused.

Though sb,- - sM n thing to as Me
else about tut .d.ng. sbe really eouKI
not refrain from aecutlog bersoir of
disloyalty to John Doer,

He was out u tbe huts rieklag hts
life to rmln t...r. forr.. i wti ..., i- r vSBiaBSx. Mfwns one :

dance and take pleasure with a cheer
ful heart when sbe dM not know
whether be was Mvitig or dead?

However, she went ami rvvetred tbe
forum rvngratubutoos of a great many
natty officers and tbe Informal com-
plaints of certain young Americans,
wbo vowed that she was unpatriotic In
choosing an English husband, a ad
danced with Sir Donald and Us friends
and stalled and blushed at tbe compli-
ments and frowned laughingly on tbe
flirts and generally conducted berseir
as a happy bride tf Do should.

Faversbam was delighted and tod
her so In many ways. And long after
midnight, when Mrs. Iteynolds was pre- -
ruirln,- - t h,m.. .. .t. i....k ...--I v ,lulu "'under tbe shadows of tbe garden trees
and ww Id have klsvd her.

"Don't." she 1 5- - simply.
.What b lb matter, darllngr bq

asked tenderly. f

She stared out Into tbe darkness,
and be saw tbe pallor of her face.

"" "J am sure something bas happened
to7bn."

Faversbam frowned It was toobal
that tbb man should always come be-

tween him and bis betrothed. But bis
voice was very geatle as he answered

"That Is out of the question Acb
met U very faithful, and If anything t
had happened I should know of it."

Rutb shook ber head and Insisted
that sbe was sure. The baronet laugh
ed at ber. but sbe was not to be pot
off.

l know John Is In trouble- .- she said
determinedly. "If you won't help me
1 li go myselfP

Sir Donald argued ns strongly as he
could and In vain.

"I'm perfectly sore that John Dorr
Is In trouble." she repeated. "He's nil
alone up there among those awful na
tlves and"

"Arbraet U with blm." Interposed
Faversbam.

"and ome one must go right away
and belp blm. Hutb went on.

"You poor girl!" murmured Mrs
Reynolds "l kuow how you feel, but
you must get some rest. We'll talk It
over later in tbe morning

Sbe drew Hutb away tow-'- -a cer
room, wltb a backward glance ot
whimsical comfort for the baronet.

Faversbam wuu-be- them go. stood
doubtful for a moment, shook bis bead
and departed.

The iimsul wife found Rutb too
stubborn to handle by herself, for sbe
Insisted that, as no one eHe would go.
she would set out berteir. and to em-
phasize ber assertlou bogan to change
from her tmll gown Into u riding habit.

Tbe consul me out In dressing
gown and clipper wben Kuth. fully
clad, emerged from her room, still re-

sisting the Importunity of his wife.
He added many common sense argu

meats, twit ituth would not listen.
"I know that be Is In trouble." she

repeated.
"Uat If he were, wblcb Is most un-

likely, you oMhiu't help him," Mr.
Reynolds said bluntly. "In fact, you
merely make matters wcrse."

When they fund ber obdurate tbey
took silent ounsei of one another, told
her to wait moment and vanlsbed.

The Inotaut tbey were gone Rutb
slipped out of tbe house and boldly
turned her fare toward the bills now
black against the unit ky.

All day she traveled, strangely alone
In a populous country. Many natives
the met, but tbey merely looked cu

to

"WBBBBBBaW'aT &

t am sura comathlng has happenad to
John. the

rloasly at the white girl In western
riding clothes, and as she avoided vil-
lages sbe escaped the notice of an one
In authority.

She knew that when her absence was
certain both Mr. Reynolds and Sir Don-
ald would come after ber.
i. Night came, and tho was still push I

( ,m: "" ,hWBh bowrry ami weary, tn
tit. ilnrtiu. .t... iw.,f. w. . .,

I path, ami It was nn tin., of these that
a pan tine rwtHc found her.

I . .--.roiwtr he whispered when Be
raked his contorted face to hers.

Id a few winl Ih toW ber what bad
bapfHifl se hl curtly "I know

I that. Where H be?"
Mr imiwwm rortner vrvant looked

at her ami remembered the strance-ne-- -

of thlorr. 1000 by white women
He Jed the way bark toward tbo hut.
ntterln mw and again at tbe tor- -

wn Mw7 T UWl ?TTH.

," "" bs defying all
ito-cu- any gOSBg to me aid or we
mi she loved Wllkerson bad found
blmeelf again hemmed la. rat off la
tbe darknrss from escape to tbe city.

Though he and Dorr bad driven tbe
blllmeu away from tbe but and quench
ed their eagerness of assault, tbey still
borervd In tbe little gullies, and on ev.
ery band tbe fugitive found himself
confronted by a beard but unseen en-
emy.

He Mote bark to tbe bat and peered
In. John was still bound In tbe chair,
and Drake's body (ay huddled on tbe
Ics.--.

H; maile bis preparations quickly,
piling sotuo dried grass and fine rub-
bish against one corner of tbe bat.

When tbe pile was once alight be
demped some powder on It and ran
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Aehmetl' shv whisptrtd.
swiftly away, bid n a few hundred
yurds bjvk

The but took tire slowly, bat the
glare his purpose. It

i

slowly drw tbe watcher tuwurd It,
Snib-tkt- l tbai no one uwttd be spy-

ing on mm now, out that alt would
have eyes only for the nre. be set
forth quickly, careless of the fact that
John Dorr must be burning alive.

In tbe darkness he pa-e- Achmct
and Ruth.

Tbe blaze bad almost entirely en
veloped the hut when Ruth finally
staggered la and wltb a sob of Joy
cat John's bond and half dragged him
through the swirttag smoke Into tbeop.

Wbea sbe had done this she prompt-
ly fainted.

Tbe smoldering embers were fend-
ing up bine spirals of smoke Into the
morning sky wbea Consul Reynolds
and Sir Donald spurred their wearied
horse up to where Joba ami Achat
squatted with Rath between them,
still bat dimly couhcUmm.

Dr briefly at plained bb experi-
ences and related bow Rntb had sod
denly appeared. Jaat as be had given
np hope.

Sir Donald, kneeling by Roth's side.
merely laitted ber bawl.

Tbe nest morning Mrs. Reynold laid
down tbe law la set terms to tbe party
assembled around tbe breakfast table.

"Yoa must get tbb young lady back
America." sbe said, "papers or no

papers!"
John and Sir Donald nodded without

glancing at each other.
Thus It was that a couple of days

later old Tom Kane at tbe "Master
Key" mine received a cablegram read
ing:

Wtlkcrsoa Darnell aboard steamship Pa-dO- c;

Frtscoi. Kth. with racers. We fol-
low next steamer. DORIL

Ttous It was that the struggle be-
tween Wllkerson and John Dorr was
again transformed to the valley In
which lay tbe "Master Key" mine,

Wllkerson and Jean Darnell, with
precious papers in their possession,

slipped away hurriedly, taking the Brat
steamer that salted.

no bad told her about Drake's death,
though unable to say bow It. had hap-
pened. Privately be bad no regrets.

Tbe young mar. had served hU pur-
pose, and It was by no means doubtful
that Mrs. Darnell would have seen to
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lt that be bad his reward, for she
Hked him as much s ( wns In ber
nature tncnfe for any innn. he thought.

"He wn an awfully good sort." she
Mid to WPkvniun one nlebt as tbey
leaned over tbe rail nod watched tbe
long swell. from tbe low speed fan
wise-- Into the Infinity of the pi

"Ye. the fplhiw hml li! good points,"
be admitted.

"1 tuls him." she ald slianly. tter
sbe added thong lit fully. "1 think he
was In mve wltb me.'

Wllkerson laugbed.
Mrs. Darnell rtauretl at blta wltb an

esprpsIHi trHge on her bamtoime
fare "Yes. I am sure be loved me.

In valM he returned llchtly.
I don't ktinw whether It ntlcht bnve

been wholly in vain after all;" he
manaam "Ufe hu gtrea ate lit Me

ve t thai kiwi. It seems as If I

had ntwny r woman who for
Mere et pmteetlnn rouai not let any
one love me or let tnv-e- it lore hlm- .-

"1 should not have 1st you love blm,"
was the nVt response. "I have strag-le-

too hard and fought loo long for
you to allow any one efae to have
you."

"And what doos your love amount
to. aftvr all. Harryr sbe asked. "TeH
me plaluly. Has It done either of us
any good? Will It ever do us any
good?"

Wllherson stared out at tbe dark sea.
ami bis face grew slowly very cruul.

"Good?" he repeated. "All that I

know Is that I love you more than
anything else In the universe. You
love luxury and Jewelry am) gold and
silk. Because I know what you love I

am trying to get It for you. because I

want yoi more tban I want anything
else. 11 think we are even." i

"Even?- - she said In a suddenly
strained voice. "Yes, we are even '

you the felon and tbe murderer. I tbe '

receiver of stolen goods, stolen happi-
ness, stolen life, sto.en goldr

When they C wily reached San Kran- -

dco Wllkerxon found ber oddly dls-- !

trait, fbe dh not know whether to
go tv th utFe or to -- 'Mrn to .Vi-t-j '

Yark. i

Ooo moment she w-- .u In a tlgeristi
ragi; tbe net hour the was stisrlr.;, at
tbe fog haunted bills with eyes that
saw nothing.

He stormed and argued to no pur-
pose. He recalled to her constantly
tbe fact that he bad tbe deeds, the '

master key It.-e-lf. the plans of the lo- - '

cation of tbe ruottr kxlc. I

She either tistcneil listlessly or drove
him away wltb furious upbraiding. '

Yet In tbe end sbo accompanied htm
to SI eat Valley. (

It was a bitter moment for old Tom
Kane when tbe Mage drove up and
Wl.kerson and Mrs. Darnell got out In-- ,

stead of Johu Dorr and Rutb
He bad hoped against hope, and now ,

his dreams were In asht, for Wllker- -

son Instsntly took charge, tbe men, as
Turn put it to hlmo!f. followed tbe
paymaster, und so far as outward ap-
pearance went the "Muster Key" mine
was firmly In Wllkerson's possession.

Mrs. Darnell here proved herself the
shrewder mind. Though she was Httle
seen, ber intluence was potent--

uj more than anything else sbe
worked on Wllkerson so that be did
not i.--e tbe plans aud open up the
rb vein.

-- Wilt." she told blm "Don't be Im-

patient. Uur whole power here b In

the fact that we have tbe secret. Once
that is public we'll likely lose cvery- -

thing."
"Rut we ought to be at work before

Dorr get back." he vroukl argue.
'Yi-- .. ami every court In tbe land

wilt belp blm to rugatn this mlae and
Its wettllh. Doo't you bee? Compro
miser

"Compromiser he repeated dully.
"Ye. you fooir
"BHt how?"
"Walt-w- ait till John and Ruth get

back. Tbey II be glad enough tu buy
tbuxe plana. Harry."

When John Dorr Krul Ruth arrived
on the following steamer Everett met
tbem at the pier and tutd them tbe
news as be bad gathered It from faltb
ful Tom Kane, whew Juan Darnell bad
Insisted should resume Bb duties as
cook, sagely observing to Wllkerson
that it would be well for tbem to bav.
a wrtnerw! wbowe veracity Dorr wonhl
not Impugn.

Settled In tbe hotel. Dorr briefly re-

cited tbe experiences of the post
months and then bluntly asked. "What
are we to do?"

Everett was ready wltb bis answer.
"Compromker

Tbe doll red flooded Joha's face, and
be bit bts Up. Had alt his work gone
for nothing?

Everett laid a friendly band on bin
knee. "Now listen." be said gravely
"Here Is Mtea Rutb mines ber key.
practically ousted from possession of

'
ber property and. If we are not mis
taken, unable to lay ber haadW on her
most precious inheritance tbe plans f
tbe mother tode. They're In Wllker-
son's possession."

"And be's digging the gold night and
dayr John burst out.

With a swift glance to reassure Ruth,
wbo sat In mournful silence. Everett
went on:

"That Is the shrewd part of Wllker-
son's play. He knows that tbe law ,

will give Miss Ruth here back her mine
and all that It contains. It would
take time, but as sure as we are sit-
ting here, and no one knows It better
than be Justice would strip blm of ev-

ery UI gotten cent and send him to
prison wltb bis accomplice. So what
does be do? Hastily uncover the real
prize? No. no conceals It still and
merely works the original mine,'

"But we can put blm out of father's
mine, can't we?" demanded Ruth.

"And when we do wo shall still be
no wiser as to tbe location of tbe real
gold. All our trouble and expense will
have gone for naught, Wllkerson will
stllL-liol- the secret of the. 'Master

Key.'"
"And bow dre wa going to get It

from him)" demanded Dorr, clinching
his Ost,

Kverett smiled. "Uy buying It from
him."

"He will nk mlllldnsr
Tbe broker dialled again.
"ConWer Wllkersob's position for a

moment. He U HoIMe to arrvt. trial
ami Hih ImprUoument on a dozen
rbargos. Within twenty-fou- r hoar we
ran have blm llilml the bam. Itnt
wo wtwWirt Ik beljiliig ourselves much
woM we? yct Wllkers.in ami Mrs
Darnelt don't waut to go to JaH. We
bob! that rHib over them

"They ban' tbe secret mnt bavi
' ,m' "' "da their Hv- -. Therefor- -

' ,Vp ''" a trade. We glv them ns
"rr that wc will not procute

' ,bra- - 'hs,t wp wi" 'rn enrich them
" n?,,,J l- - "b1 ,B'Jr ln "'turn for this
hand over tbe Han that riinma
(lalloti made "

CHAPTER XXX.
I I thought you lovad m tool"

LTH bad listened luteatly. and
ikv she seemed to draw her
seir a little out of tbe con
vernation. Her change of at

titude did not go unobserved, and but;
Kverett and Dorr were pusaled.

Kverett saw that there was another
mystery o. wblcb he knew nothing and
Instantly ami In tbe most
manner turned to Rutb and xuld:

"Now, all this subject to your ap
proval. Mkt Rutb. You know you are
practical'. y or age."

Sbe looked at Kverett steadily ami
sakl In a tow tone. "I think Sir Donald
Kaverbam should be consulted."

"But be has nothing" John began.
"He bas everything to do wltb tbts

plan." Rutb said steadily.
"I know he's done a j " Dorr stam

mered. feeling the ground give under
bis fee,, "but In this mutter"

"I think Miss Rutb Is perfectly
tight," Everett said quickly, trying not
to let tbe pity be felt for John show In
bis eye. "Let us call blm. by all
moans."

3L-- Donald bad kept himself mosl
d'icr.vtly In tbe background for many
weeks. Only tbe constant oversight
for her com .i showed Rate that sbe
was ne'cr o-- of bis mind.

Sbe could not cveo tiilul of u.nj
without a throb of gratitude.

And now when all mt; be- - made
plain and she must live up to ber own
proml.e sbe steeled herself for the or.
deal

"We
fjnd give

eye-"y- ou us

give
"

hl

Sir Donald listened It may. Is soon
ainmived It thoroughly. i --V mine Is mine."

uow that have decided' "The plans!"' demanded Sir Donald,
what to do." he concluded. "1 think we ' Wllkerson pulled of his shirt
should Immediately go to the mine aud : boom un oilskin folded around a
make tbe deal 1 no means square paper. He laid this on tbe e

this affair, and the sooner It U ble.
over with tbe better."

"ood. sakl Everett, much relieved,' to
you and I. Sir Donald, being thej Mrs. Darnell's movement protest

third imrtlex. had better bundle this i did not escuu either Everett or Kaver-dea- l.

you to that, John?" j sham. They looked tbe little packet
"I'd like tu get my bands on that that so much agony nnd

fellow owv more." was the hoarse re--! bloodshed.
pone. There be no further I "It Is gentleman's ngreemeut,"

need of this dear you call It," Sir Donald presently, taking
it-- MUd tbe fat would be tbe

fire." Everett reeled.
Dorr linully agreed to maintain a

strVt neutrality hih! Rutb gratefully
accepted the offer to her af-ai- r

as Sir Iknuitd ami Eetvt should
Judge lsL

That nfc-- bt they left for Silent Yal
ley.

1im Kaue re-lv- i them Joyfully
ami Ruth tbut Mrs. Darnell
hml fnn-t;iil- y ..-n to it that tbe buu
galon tra- - rwid) fur

He 'nil ..UH-- r but both
Sir InmmmI and Everett put him off
and et almi ttMr lmlnv-- s.

was n tmu-.-- e rwifervwe that met
that night lb tbe otbVe, one side
were Hurry Wllkerxui and Mrs. Dnr
Bell, on the other Everett und

tbe latter looking so Intensely
that shrewd Mrs Darnell In-

stantly made up ber mind that sbe and
Wllkerson would have to aix-vp- t bitter
terms.

Sir Donah! was ouly too evidently
waiting for formalities to be over be-
fore be said tbe few wonls necessary
for blm to say as Ruth's representa-
tive.

Wllltersoa binxelf felt, too. that he
was at last playing a game where all

aHamiiA- - r bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbV

--Yet. and the fat would be in the firs."

tbe cards were to be face np on the
board.

When Everett bad coldly and defi-
nitely set the situation before tbem
Wllkerson sat motionless and In si
lence for a moment.

His shifty eyes did not meet the gaze
of tho three looked to blm for hU
yes or na When be spoke It was
with a dash of hU old effrontery.

"I nnderstand the proposal," he said,
working hla. lean, brown ringers bark

and forth over a blue print on the
desk. quit, give you tbe plaus

you us'-- be suddenly leaned
over and darted n bright glance Into
Everett" irlve nSatf

Kvervtt wu prvparwl for the qnes
Hon and answered It promptly. "Well

you f.Vj.COd cash and won't prose-
cute you

U'llkerson shook henit
"YH MIMlfilWtwnil th Iwalf fhl ml..

to Everett's plan', thousand spent-em-!
a

"And we
out

the-- uh by

driven buy.
"And of

Do aTve ut
Just bad cost

would a a
as said out

In

hifortu.il

her
i(

It
On

bored

wbo

wus mine by rights when ITBui tlaliou
took It for hlmseir by shooting me and
leavtns me to die on tbe desert, "

Fifty
ttauwami? rahr

"Aml Immunity from prosecution."
tatel Sir Donahl Impassively.
Wllkrwi swmhc on him, thnit!ug

hi lean. fnrtHis fae cl4e to the Kne
llshman's calm, unperturbed counte
nance.

"What have yon to do wltb this?" he
twirled.

Faversbam did not shift bN position
lor change bis tour, "I bavo Miss
JhIIou's prothle to prry me."
Tmre was u suddn silence, broken
ly whe Wllkersoa'a dry throat ut-

tered u triumibaat r ruak.
Mrs. Darnell looked at Kaversham

arltb ber tawny ey-- tilled with dull
amber of patoa. Kverett vat as If
tuuacd.
"So John Dorr vets the kicks and

you gt the halfpence!" said Wllkcr- -

mw wildly. -- I hae cured blm, but
ill my curses couldn't have punished
him worso. Why." be went on half
hysterically, "the poor fool loves bert"

Again stlettco.
Tbb time Everett broke It. saying

stlDUy: "You understand our proposi-
tion. Do you accept It?"

Mrs. Darnell takl br band on Wllkcr.
son's arm. and he sremed to fnll Into
a profound reverie.

They cvuld see the lights and shad-
ows ait over bis saturnine visage, tbe
sparkle of bis eyes djlng Into a mere
dreamy glow, the sudden tlghteulng
of bis tbln lips, tbe working of bis
hands.

Finally he roused himself as by an
effort.

"I tbluk I ought to have more." be
said quietly. "There are signs of gold
on one twrt ot this proierty which has
never been worked. It is nowhere near
le plree umrked in tho pians. as you
will busily see. You understand that
Tom Ualtoti and I were partner when I

m- ivnti-- u htrni lltil Viv. ilCUT UllUU.
Bygonea nre bygones. But I want
MO.UXJ Hnd that little claim. It may
not amouut to nuytblng, but then again

There tbey are." he said, ns though

bis check book.
The money passed, nnd then Everett

picked up tbe oilskin packet and put
It ln uis iRH-ke-

The deeds aud the master key," be
said gently.

Mrs. Darnell's face became splendid
In Its futile rage. Sbe tore tbe ribbon
from about her throbbing throat and
flung the key on tbe table.

Sir Donald pk-ke- It up carefully and
rose. At tbe same moment Everett
pocketed tbe deeds aud started for the
door.

He and Faversham (Kissed out Into
the starry ulght und vanished, leaving
Wllkerson still at tbe desk fumbling
tbe check.

Suddenly be reached for pen and Ink
nnd scrawled bis name on tbe back.

Then he silently banded It to Jean
Darnell, biting ber red lips nnd moving
almost Imperceptibly, like un animal
about to spring.

She took tbe bit of paper nnd tucked
it In her boMim. Then sbe turned ou
ber comMhlon. He met ber tiery gaze
coldly

Tbe mothnr lode is on tbut little bit
I got tbem to give us." be sakl calmly.
lhe (Haas Everett bas are false."
And tbe look that sbe allowed htm

to seo In ber eyes was such us no oth-
er man had ever seen there. It was
as If ber tortured and lonely, proud soul
had found tta mate In some darkness
made lurid by the flames of belt.

Sir Donald spoke a brief good night
to Everett when they bad left the of- -
nce and turned toward the bungalow.
leaving tbe other to go up to where
the light burned In John Dorr's cabin
and tell blm of the events of tbe eveni-
ng-

He met Rutb at tbe door and quietly
told ber that all was well. She looked
up af blm with her great eyes filled

I with unshed tears und be bent over ber
, a little.

Tben he drew out the muster key
and put tbe ribbon over ber bead until

, the dull brass shone on her wblte
throat.

"You are once more the mistress of
the master key," he said gently, "and
of my heart."

Something In her expression told him
be had said enough. With a cheerful
word be went away.

Bat the next day Sir Donald renew,
ed his wooing in such a fashion that
Rutb was sorely put to It to keep him
from demanding such caresses as ber
engagement made him rightfully ask
for.

The hardest part was that she per-ceiv-

that John Dorr now fcnevr that
she was to marry Sir Donald.

He did not know, nor ever would,
what that marriage was tbe price of,

Everett, of. course, had ouletiv Intro-dnce-J
Sir DunnidV avicrTfdn Wins

nevr relation to Ruth Into bis narratir

..i. Mnu ovcurred In the omce.
John bad taken the bluw steadily,

but be was not one to walk In tho
dark. He sought out Ruth and In n
few words drew from her the truth.

"Now we all know where we stand."
John said brnrcly. smiling nt ber.

"Hut -1 thought you loved me too,""
she murmured. k

"That doesn't alterAhe matter," ho
said comfortingly. "Now t must get
to work. I've lota to do. Wllkerson
has already started work around tho-spur- .

and I must begin driving Into-tb-

nbtce where your father found
that rich vein. We may drift Into (t
any day."

Naturally enough the two camps kept
pretty much to themselves, but Tom
Kane carried the go-s- p to John Dorr,
evidently In an effort to distract bis.
Kind

The old cook knew that John's heart
was breaklne. and liotween hl lovo
(or each of them he was himself hard",
vrcs'od to maintain n cheerful counte-
nance.

"Wllkerson's Imiwtlcnt as ever," ho-tol-

John one afternoon. "He can't
wait on tunneling ami surn. but he's
going to blow tbe whole race of his
bill right off. Told bis men that dynn
mite was better tbau pick and shovel."

"Well.' said John, "that may prove-al- l

right-- At least he'll get n notion oC
what formation he bas lo deal wltb."

Later that same day Kane announced'
that Wllkerson was going to set off
th biggest battery of shots ever tried.
In tbe valley.

As a consequence Kaversham, Ruth'
John. Everett aud many others went
across the gulch toward evening to
watch tbe show.

Old Tom Kane waggled his grey
bend doubtfully as be related hovr

bTvIsI b am
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They Saw Man After Mar Come Down

the Hill Till Only Wllkerson Was
Left.

much dynamite bad been planted and
bow Wllkerson's men were actually
too nervous to work any longer.

"He bus to tlx the ruses und lire tho
shots himself." be said.

True enough, they saw man after
man come down the bill till only WIN
kerson was left.

Rutb noticed that be worked rapidly
nud with nu occasional glance down-t-

ward Mrs Darnell, wbo stood near
a big rock shading ber eyes against
the evening sun.

At last tbe work was apparently-done-,

and Wllkerson waved bis arms.
At that signal there was a general
rush for cover.

Then the iuun straightened himself
up as If master of tbe demons bidden
nt bU feet, end waved bis band to the-trnm-

watching blm from below;
then he stooped.

An Instant later there was a terrlflc-explosion- ,

and a smoky gap appeared
halfway up the hillside.

At the foot of tbe slope lay tbe body
of Wllkerson. tossed there as one-mlg-

to. nn old bat. Tbe smoke on-th- e

bill eddied nnd swirled.
No one stirred. There were a dozca

other uncxploded shots in that bill-hid- e,

nny one of whleh would likely
bring the toppling crest downward.

Willi white fnces they held their
breath Wllkerson's body twitched
slightly, tbe only moving thing In that
amphitheater.

Then there was h wild sereum. HI led
with terror, with pnm1ou. with tiumtng.
and awful desire, and Joan Darnell
ran over tbe nibble toward tbe smok-
ing bill, crying:

nnrry Harryr;
A dozen men started to run to drat;

her back, ami a hundred voices mut-
tered warnings that held tbem In their
tracks.

Jean reached tbe body and flung her-

self on It: tben she roe aud stared up
nt the great rocky crest.

Did she bear the roar ot voices call-
ing to ber to flee while there was time?

Did she see tbe death that nunc
above ber. If sbe did she despised
It.

In this final cataclysm ber wild heart
broke through tho bonds ot this' selfish,
existence and flung ber a full passion-
ed sacrifice on the body of tbe man
wbo bad loved ber and given her bis
nil honor and life!

In tbe quick silence they wbo watch-e- d

beard n single, full throated cry:
narry'. Harry!"

Then tbe mountain roared Into tho-air-,

and tbe nvalancbe ot rock poured
over the two lovers In wave nftcr wave
till It bad buried them forever.

And as explosion after explosion
rocksd the earth and Oiled tho evening
sky with lurid debris Ruth struggled
from Sir Donald's detaining grasp and
fled Into tbe arms of John Dorr, wbero
she clung, sobbing:

"John! John!"
sir Donald looked at John Dorfn- -
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